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on the Hebrides. I found it impossible to do it
in London. Besides Dr. Johnson does not seem
very desirous that I should publish any supplement.
Between ourselves, he is not apt to encourage one
to share reputation with himself. But don't you
think I may write out my remarks in Scotland,
and send them to be revised by you, and then they
may be published freely? Give me your opinion of
this.

I am ashamed to say that I have not yet written to
Mason about your character of Gray.* It would have
been too late for the second edition of his book,
which is come out. I shall certainly write. Lord
Lisburne is to send you the books you mention when-
ever he has a case made up. You will devour Gray, I
suppose, with eagerness; but perhaps you will be
disappointed. Dr. Johnson does not like the book;
he however says, that one should consider these letters
were written and received in a long series of years, and
so might do very well at the time ; whereas now we
must read them as one mass, which makes a great
difference. I shall talk to Davies of Muratori. Claxton
has, I hope, forgiven me; but he has not asked me to
dine, and I am apprehensive is not quite pleased; but
I shall call on him again.

I have now been twice at Commons in the Inner
Temple; I shall be twice next week, so as to make
one Term. Direct for rne at Edinburgh, after
Saturday, as I go next week. I am much pleased
that I am now a favourite with Mrs. Temple.
Make my best compliments to her. Adieu, my
dearest friend !

Ever yours,

J.B.
* See ante, p, 185.